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UN LIBERALITY OF SENTIMENT. 


Much as the virtue of Christian 
Charity is made the subject of dis- 
eussion and conversation, it seems 
not by a great proportion of men 
to he well understood; neither is 
it by those who converse the most 
loudly about it, most effectually 
practised.—Men may talk much 
of their generosity, their faith, 
their love, and zeal; but after all, 
it is by their actions that we age 
to determine the extent of their 
goodness, at least, so far as we are 
concerned to understand it. 

Liberality of sentiment may be 
defined to be that expansion of 
mind, that freedom from low and 
narrow prejudices, which dispose a 
man favourably towards such as 
differ from him in opinion: The 
man of enlarged and generous 
views will distinguish between the 
opinion that he condemns, and the 
person who entertains that opi- 
nion. 

There are those who extend 
their liberality to a total indiffer- 
ence as to either error or truth— 
they makereat boast of their per- 
fect freedom from all kind of pre- 
jadice, when in reality they ar 
perfectly unconcerned whether 
truth or falsehood, vice or virtue, 
have the ascendency. 






lt is not 


unfrequently the case that absolute | 








unbelievers, those who even re- 
joice at the downfal of truth, 
make great pretensions to liberali- 
ty.—There are others who are re- 
garded as possessing great freedom 
from prejudice, and commended 
for liberal dispositions, when in 
reality, they have only that passive 
cast of constitution which, while it 
indisposes them for the mainte- 
nance of their ownsentiments, pre- 
vents them from making the least 
opposition to the opinions of oth 
ers. This may arise froma mind 


and is always unwilling to contra- 
dict ; but though a meek and quiet 
spirit is in the sight of God of great 
price, we are never to sacrifice to 
this disposition our regard for 
what we consider the truth: it is 
always a struggle in an amiable 
mind to contradict and oppose, 
but an inflexible love of truth is 
an essential ingredient in the com- 
position of a truly amiable and pi- 
ous mind ; those, therefore, are to 
be commended, who, notwithstand- 
ing their reluctance, have such 
strong convictions of duty as in- 
duce them to do violence to their 
feelings. 

That is real liberality of senti- 
ment, and noble Christian Charity. 
which is above all undue and 
mean attempts to propagate a fa- 
vourite opinion, and which despi- 
ses all unworthy artifices to misre- 
present and discolour the opinions 
of others. A man of jiberal mind, 
however he may regrct the spread 
of what he most conscientiously 
considers error, will feel no ma- 
lignity or bitterness towards those 
who differ from him. He has a 
firm and inflexible attachment to 
his own opinions, still he is willing 
to investigate again and again the 
doctrines he embraces, in order-to 
ascertain whether he may not pos- 
sibly be wrong. And however he 
may find himself obliged to con- 
demn the opinions of others, he 
will be always ready to allow them 
as much honesty of intention, and 
purity of motive, as he possesses 


ing the error, pronounce judgment 
upon him who holds it. 

Opposed to this liberality of 
sentiment which, from the lan- 


‘guage we daily hear, we might 


all regard as.of the very 





sup 

highest. rtance, stands the 

frightful spectre bigotry. Here, 
- . 


a 


which fears and dreads to offend; 


NO. 7. 








minds of most people. With 
many, the preference given to cer- 
tain doctrines and opinions will 
be denominated bigotry. An at- 
tachment which has been formed 
after the most deliberate cxamina- 
tion, and which is most sincerely 
adhered to, is frequently. branded 
with this odions name. It will be 
well, in this place, to understand 
the precise meaning of this word. 
Bigotry is defined by the mostac- 
curate writers to be a blind zeal, a 
tenacious adherence to certain 
opinions, with a malignant and in- 
tolerant spirit towards al! who 
question or deny them. The 
charge of bigotry, therefore, is a 
very serious one. Bigotry is the 
parent of persecution, and in eve- 
ry bosom affected by it produces 
even a willingness to exclude from 
the favour of God those who will 
not embrace certain favourife doc- 
trines andopinions. Bigotry would 
stand at the gate of Heaven, and 











refuse an entrance there to all | 


there is great inaccuracy in the | things, and by liberal things shall 
| he stand. While his mind is en- 


tirely free from a contracted and 
persecuting spirit, he has a firm 
and honest regard for the honour 
of his God, and the prevalence of 
truth, and nothing has power to 
dissuade him from their defence. 
He opposes, with plainness, doc- 
trines which he cannot believe ; 
still, he cherishes good will to 
those who hold them. While he 


| has a love for the truth for her own 


sake, and while he holds not the 
persons of men in admiration, be- 
cause they may chance to agree 
with him, he will not hold in dis- 
age persons of those who differ 
rom him in their sentiments.— 
With dispositions like these, he 
stands before his God. He will 
receive a reward for his zeal and 
boldness, in defence of the truth, 
and he will enjoy the commenda- 
tion of his Judge for right feelings 
towards his fellow-men. 


—_—— 





who had not suhscribed a particu- | 
lar creed. It is both the offspring | 
and the nurse of ignorance; foras | stare oF CHRISTIANITY IN THE 
it takes up and adopts opinions | 


[For the Telescope.]} 


himself. He will not,in condemn- 


without examination, so does it 


into the reasonableness of opposite 
sentiments. Whatever may be 
thought by the generality of read- 
ers to the contrary, (his is unques- 
tionably an important subject.— 
If ‘to establish wrong and unscrip- 


entertain towards our fellow-men 
unchristian feelings, be sinful, and 


our dispositions, to examine our- 
selves as to our real attachment to 
what we honestly believe to be the 


careful how wegive way to the 
influence of prejudice, and a mis- 
guided zeal, we are to be quite as 
watchful that we do not, for the 
sake of appearing liberal-minded, 
become indifferent to the cause of 
truth. and virtue. True Christian 
Charity, a genuine liberality of 
sentiment, stands between a bigo- 
ted, ignant, and intolerant 
spirit on the one hand, and an in- 
difference and unconcern for the 


spread of ones principles, on the 





The liberal deviseth liberal 


preclude all disposition to inquire. 





taral_ principles of conduct, if to | 





FIRST AND SECOND CENTURIES. 


Sir —Since the time of Luther, 


| to the present day, the religious 


world has been very much divided 


| relative to the state of Christianity 


in the first and second centuries. 
The following observations, taken 
from the Fathers and inferences 
from Holy Writ, are submitted to 


| your ordeal for insertion in you: 


niger . | valuable paper. 
offensive in the sight of our ever- | ‘ pap 


lasting Judge, then it certainly be- | 
comes us seriously to reflect upon | 


S. W.R. 


‘The Christian system, as it was 
taught in the year of our Lord 200. 
preserved a beautiful simplicity, 


and was comprised in asmall num- 
truth. While we ought (o be very | ber of Articles. The public teach 
ers inculcated no other doctrines, 


than those contained in what is 
commonly called the Apostles’ 
Creed ; and, in the method of illus- 
trating them, all vain subtilties, 
all mysterious researches, every 
thing that was beyond the reach of 
common ¢apacilies, were carefully 
avoided. This will by no means 
appear surprising to those who 
consider, that, at this time, there 
was not the least controversy about 
those capital doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, which were afterward so 
keenly debated in the church, and 





those primitive times were, for the 
most part, plain and illiterate men, 
remarkable rather for their piety 
and zeal, than for their learning 
and eloquence. 

This venerable simplicity was 
not, indeed, ofa long duration ; 
for we find recorded in Cudworth’s 
Intellectual System, that “its beauty 
was gradually effaced by the la- 
borious efforts of human learning, 
and the dark subtilities of imagi- 
nary science.” Acute researches 
were employed upon several reli- 
gious subjects concerning which 
ingenious decisions were pronoun- 
ced; and, what was worst of all, 
several tenets of a chimerical phi- 
losophy were imprudently incor- 
porated into the Christian system. 
This disadvantageous change, this 
unhappy alteration of the primitive 
simplicity of the Christian religion, 
was chiefly owing to two reasons ; 
the one drawn from pride, and the 
other from a sort of necessity.—, 
The former was the eagerness of 
certain learned men, to bring 
about a union between the doc- 
trines of Christianity and the “pr 
nions of the philosophers; for 
they thought it a very fine ac- 
complishment, to be able to ex- 
press the precepts of Christ in the 
language of philosophers, civilians, 
and rabbins. The other reason 
that contributed to alter the sim- 
plicity of the Christian religion, 
was the necessity of having re- 
course to logical definitions and 
nice distinctions, in order to con- 
found the sophistical arguments 
which the infidel and the heretic 
employed, the one to overturn the 
Christian system, and the other to 
corruptit. g¢-These philosophi- 


. . eT. 

cal arms, in the hands of the jadi-| 
. . ‘times we are calicd to tread. 
cious and wise, were both honour-! , 


able and useful to religion; but 
when they came to be handled by 
every ignorant and self-suflicient 
meddler, as was afterward the 
case, they produced nothing but 
perplexity and confusion, under 


sudden, the earth trembled from its 
centre, and the powers of heaven 
were shaken. An angel of God 
descended ; the guard shrunk from 
his presence, and fel! prostrate on 
the ground ; his countenance was 
like lightning, and his raiment like 
snow; he rolled the stone from 
the sepulchfe and sat upon it. 
But who. is it that cometh from 
the tomb with died garments from 
the bed of death? He that is glo- 
rious in his appearance, walking 
in the greatness of his strength ? 
It is thy Prince, O Zion; Christian, 
It is thy Lord: He hath trodden 
the wine press alone: He hath 
stained his raiment with blood ; 
but now, as the first born from the 
wombof nature, he meets the mor- 
ning of his resurrection. . Ele ari- 
ses a conquerer from the grave : 
He returns with blessings from the 
world of spirits: He brings salva- 
tion to the sons of men. Never 
did the returning sun usher ina 
day so glorious ! It was the jubilee 
of ths universe. The morning 
stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy. The 
Father of mercies looked from his 
throne in the heavens ; with com- 
placency he beheld his work that 
it was good. Then did the desert 
rejoice ; the feeé of nature was 
gladdened before Him, when the 
blessings of the Eternal descended 
as the dew of heaven for the re- 
freshing of the nations. 
Integrity and Uprightness. 

Sincerity is the surest guide and 
the most excellent companion for 
the easy and faithful discharge of 
all the business and duties of life. 
With it we may pass fearlessly the 
ugged and diflicult paths which at 
As 
it leads us to avoid giving any just 
cause for jealousy and suspicion, 
so it preserves the mind in tran- 
quillity and ease. It creates con- 
fidence in those we have to deal 
with, saves the labour of many in- 








which genuine Christianity almost 
disappeared. 





The Resurrection of Christ. 


Twice had the sun gone down 
upon the earth, and all was yet 
quiet at the sepulchre: Death held 
his sceptre over the Son of God; 
stilland silentthe hours passed on; 
the guards stood by their post ; the 
rays of the midnight moon gleamed 
on their helmets’ and on their 
spears ; the enemies:of Christ ex- 
ulted in their success ; the hearts 
of his friends were sunk in despon- 
dency and in sorrow; the spirits 
of glory waited in anxious suspense 


to behold the event, and wondered} 


at the depth of the ways of God. 
At length the morning star arising 
in the east, assured the approach 
of light. ‘The third day began to 
dawn upon the world, when, ona 


quiries, and brings things to a 
peaceful and agreeable issue, in a 
few words. It is like going in a 
plain path with asure and faithfu! 
guide so that the journey is safe 
and pleasant. The inconvenien- 
ces of falsehood and deception are 
perpetually rising in the way of 
such as indulge in them—so that 
when they occasionally use truth 
their sincerity is suspected, and it 
is with great difficulty they ever 
can gain credit. Neither truthnor 
falsehood will serve the turn of 
one who has lost his reputation for 
integrity. Were we perfectly in- 
dependent of our fellow-men, for 
all the comforts and conveniences 
of life, we might, perhaps, feel 
less oo to speak the truth in 
sincerity for our present advantage. 
But we are formed for ,and 


is not for a day,-or for present 
convenience only ; but for life and 
eternity that we are acting. All 
deception must fail, but integrity 
and uprightness will preserve us 
to the end. Yes, it will preserve 
our peace of mind—our social 
happiness—our reputation—our 
usefulness; and inspire us with 
such a confidence as that possessed 
by good old Samuel when he made 
th: solemn appeal to Israel, who 
had been acquainted with his 
whole life. Sec 1 Sam. xii. 1—5. 
| have walked before you from ny 
childhood unto this day! And he 
said the Lord is witness that ye 
have not found aught in my hand. 
He appeals to them to witness his 
integrity and upriyhtness before 
them, and before the Lord. “And 
they answered, Heis witness. 





A VISIT TO A GRAVE-YARD. 


I came to the tombs of my friends, and I ask- 
ed where are they? and Echo answered, 
“* Where !” 

Tt was autumn when | arrived at 
the town of N.—This was the 
place of my nativity. Here | had 
spent the first and happiest mo- 
ments of my life.—To this spot, 
during an absence of many years, 
my mind had often reverted with 
the most endearing sensations-for 


{did not forget the companions of, 


my youth, nor the scenes of my 
childhood. | sought for that hum- 
ble roof, beneath which | drew my 
first breath; it was still standing. 
The old gate, the door, and even 
the well-remembered latch were 
all there, each had its association, 
and failed not to produce emo- 
tion, | inquired for those to whom 


duty and affection. Where are 
the former inhabitants of this place? 
And Echo answered, “ Where 2?” 


my friends and acquaintance and 
asked where are they? And Echo 
answered, ‘* Where !”—The pla- 
ces that had known them knew 
them no more. 


repositories “of the dead. 
place seemedteaccord with my 
feelings. I walked slowly among 
the tombs; deciphering each in- 
scription as I passed. At length, 
my eye caught the stone, which 


And as | dropt a tributary tear, I 


And Echo answered, “ Where!” 


tenements of clay, but these, di- 
vested of life, are none other than 
the clods, which cover them. 
Wherc is that etherial spirit which 
once animated these now lifeless 
bodies? Where is th 








are bound to regard the rights o 
others as strictly as our own. It 





saeoies 
flreason, those warm affections, that 
ed intelligence, those sublime 


exalt 


By 


>» 


| was bound by the strongest ties of 


| went to the “inheritance” of 


Failing to satisfy my inquiries 
among the living, I repaired to the 
The 


stood in memory of my friends.— 
read the unsatisfying records which 
they bore. These, said [, are their 
memorials, but where are they? 


lam aware that here rest their 






faculties of soul. where are they ? 
And Echo answered, “ Where !”” 
As I stood bewildered in the mazes 
of doubt, | observed at a little dis- 
tance a monument, that rose supe- 
rior to the rest, and approached it. 
The marble spoke largely of the 
attainments of him whose remains 
slumbered beneath; of his acquire- 
ments in knowledge; of his fame. 
of his honours, and of his riches. 
—But I read with astonishment at 
the close, 


“Death is an eternal sleep !” 


Lost in perplexity, | stood fixed. 
till the approach of a funeral pro- 
cession arrested my attention,— 
I drew near where it stopped. It 
was small, and without ostentation. 
The dead need no pomp; the 
glitter of parade is ill suited to 
express real sorrow. Next to the 
corpse stood two aged people, 
who had followed to the grave an 
only daughter, cut off in the bloom 
of life and beauty.—Neéar these 
\Wwas youth, scarcely turned of 
twenty, whose delicacy seemed 
striving to hide the extent of his 
grief, lest some fastidious being 
should turn his affection into ridi- 
cule, or pity itas weakness.—The 
were not decorated with costly 
suits of sable; yet methought I 
had never seen persons clothed in 
deeper mourning. . Besides these, 
| noticed a clergyman, and a few 
jothers, who seemed near friends or 
intimate acquaintance. As the 
coffin sunk slowly into the grave, 
the holy man (such was the cus- 
ton of the place) began a short 
address. His utterance was at 
first slow, and his voice solemn. 
He spoke of the frailty of human 
life, and of the certainty of death. 
He began, “ Dust unto dust. It 
is appointed unto men onceto die. 
Your fathers, where are they? 
And the prophets, do they live for 
ever? Man dieth and wasteth 
jaway ; hecometh forth as a flower, 
and is cut down; he fleeth also as 
a shadow, and continueth not.— 
His breath goeth forth, he retarn- 
eth to his earth. As a flower of 
the tield, so he flourisheth, for the 
wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 
and the place thereof shall know 
itnomore. There is no man that 
hath power over the spirit, to re- 
tain the spirit; neither hath he 
power in the day of death; and 
there is no discharge in that war, 
The time is short, it remaineth 
that they who have children be as 
though they had none; and they 
that weep, as though they wept 
not; and they that rejoice, as 
though they rejoiced not ; and that 
that buy as though they possessed 
not ; for the fashion of thi 


his world 
passethaway. When a few years 


are come, then we shall go the way 
whee we shall not retarn.—We 
must'soon say to corruption, ‘thou 


art my father, and to the worm, 
thowart my mother and my sister.”? 
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These ‘are. some of the passages 
with which the pious man enforc- 
ed his momentous truths. While 
speaking, the tones of his voice, 
his look, his manner, the appear 
ance of his auditors, fixed as the 
monuments around them, the open 
grave, the hearse, the folded pall, 
with combined effect served to 
produce sensations not to be de- 
scribed. After a short pause, 
during which he became swore ani- 
mated, he concladed, “ Though 
after my skin worms destroy this 
body, (then raising his eyes to 
heaven, and pouring his soul into 
his voice,) yet in my flesh I shall 
see God ; for | know that my Re- 
deemer liveth! The dust must 
return to the dust as it was, but the 
spirit shall return’ to God who 
gave it. 

* The hour is coming in which 
all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth.— 
We shall be changed in a moment, 
in the twinkling of.an eye, at the 
last tramp : for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this 
mortality must put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O yrave, where 
is thy victory? The eye of faith 
darts through the shadows of death, 
and fixes on an inheritance unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away.— 
The righteous shall be raised on 
high ; his place of defence shal! be 
the munitions of rocks; bread 
shall be given him; his waters 
shall be sure.” Addressing him- 
self more particularly to the 
mourners, he said, “I the grave 
were the final end of existence, I 
could offer you no consolation.— 
But this 1s not the case; in the 
firmest belicf of a future life, I 
can say with assurance, practise 
the virtues of your lost friend, and 
ere long you will meet her to part 
no more. And then may it be 
proclaimed of you : these are they 
which came out of great tribula- 
tion, and have washed their robes, 
and made them clean in the blood 
of the Lamb.— Therefore are,they 
before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his 
temple: and he that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. — 
They shall hanger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the 
suo light on them, nor any heat. 
Forthe Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them to living fountains 
of waters; There shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain; for God shall 
=“ “all tears from their eyes 

he procession returned, I lin- 
ered awhile and then followe 

ly inquiries were now sat 









I came to the tombs of my friends, 
and I asked where are they? and 
the voice of inspiration answered. 
‘* Legions of angels could not con- 
fine them here.” 





: 
The Apostle Paul at Corinth. 


When the Casars rebuilt the 
walls of Corinth and the temples 
of the gods rose from their ruins 
more magnificent than ever, there 
was an obscure architect, who was 
rearing in silence an edifice, which 
remains standing amidst the ruins 
of Greece. This architect was a 
foreigner, who gives this account 
of himself: ** Thrice was I beaten 
with rods; once was I stoned, and 
thrice 1 suffered shipwreck. “In 
journeying often,in perils of waters, 
in perils of robbers, in perils by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, 
in perils in the wilderness, in per 
ils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren, in weariness and painful- 
ness. in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold 
and nakedness.”> This man, un- 
known to the great, despised by 
the multitude, rejected as “ the 
offscouring of the world,” at first 
associated with himself only two 
companions, Crispus and Gaius, 
with the house of Stephanas. 
These were the humble architects 
of an indestructible temple, and 
the first believers at Corinth. The 
traveller surveys the sight of this 
city ; he discovers not a vestige of 
the altars of paganism, but he per- 
ceives some Christian chapels 
rising from among the cottages 
of the Greeks. The Apostle 
might still, from his celestial abode 
give the salutations of peace to 
his children, and address them in 
the words, “ Paul to the Church 
of God, which is at Corinth.” 








fAemoir. 





The Experience and Happy Death 
of Eleanor Emerson. 


(Continued from p. 24.) 


“<T am for ever lost; but God 
is just,’ Upon this-most hearty 
confession, my long spent tears 
flowed rapidly, and while bursting 
sobs almost tore my heart asunder. 
I reviewed my wicked,desperately 
wicked exercises towards Him, 
whom | now saw to be just even 
in my _ eternal condemnations. 
‘ Surely,’ thought I, ‘ of all the un- 
réasonable wretches in existence’ 
1 am the most deserving of hell.”’ 
Here | experienced such unusual 
convulsions of body, as induced 
me to take hold of a chair before 
me, to enable me to keepmmy seat. 
I verily supposed that my soul 
taking its final separation from my 

y- attempted to rise, in or- 
another room ; but 






der to 

















found it 





ossible. ‘T 

















THE TELESCOPE. 27 


pire.’ thought I. ‘in the midst of | God that he had opened the eyes 
this assembly, for an example of | of all the precious auditory. It 
God’s righteous displeasure. Itis appeared that every heart was re- 
just that it should be so, and every | joicing in the salvation of God. 
one present must rejoice in this} ‘“..t the usual hour I repaired to 
expression of his indignation |school. Here the alteration ap- 
against such a vile worker of ini- | peared more evident than in my 
quity.” Here | viewed myself ajown heart. Every countenance 
criminal, justly condemned to all | appeared inexpressibly beautiful. 
the tortures of endless despair. |! recognised the finger of God in 
No gleam of hope beamed on/every feature of every face— 
my benighted soul. Against God |‘ Surely,’ thought I, ‘ you are fear- 
only had | offended, and done this ‘fully and wonderfully made. Who 
great wickedness, and He only | can withhold adoration from your 
could afford me help. |Maker? [ queried with myself 
* My soul seemed humbled in| whether this happy, delightful 
the dust in view of my condemna- | place, could be the same in which 
tion, while | was constrained to || had lately passed so many dark, 
cry in spirit, ‘ Even so, Lord God | dreary hours, of despair and hor- 
Almighty, true and righteous are ror; and whether those sweet 
thy judgments.’ At this view of | youths could be the same, that but 
my wretched hopeless situation, | yesterday | had viewed as demons 
the following words passed sweet- | to torment me before my time. I 
ly through my mind, and with such | walked the room in heavenly con- 
delightful energy as thrilled through | templations, and my heart seemed 
my whole soul, and filled me with | to overflow with ecstasy. Now 
rapture unspeakable : ‘ Jesus, to | my labour was pleasant. My ca- 
thy dear faithful hand my naked | pacity for instracting youth, and 
soul I trust.? At this most cordial | facility in gaining their confidence, 
disposal of myself into the hand of | which | had lately cursed, 1 now 
a glorious Redeemer, the thick | considered my most distinguishing 
cloud seemed to disperse, and give | blessings. 
place to such a transporting view | “ How great was the change in 
of the glorious Saviour as no words | my feelings in the course of a few 
canexpress. With an eye of faith weeks! At variance with thegreat- 
[ beheld his transcendant glory | est good of the universe, and loath- 
more conspicuous than that of the | ing my very being, life had become 
natural sun in meridiansplendour, | a burden; while my emaciated 
when bursting from behind the | frame threatened me with a still 
thickest clouds. Icould no more | more wretched condition. But 
dotbt of the being and divinity of |\now my every wish, my every 
Christ, than of my own existence. {desire centred in the glory of 
He was presented to my spiritual | Christ’s kingdom. A firm persua- 
view in such substantial glory, as | sion that his cause would finally 
caused me to adopt the acclama- | prevai! to the everlasting confu- 
tion of the astonished Thomas, | sion of all its enemies, afforded far 
» My Lord and my God.’ Here all | greater joy and consolation than I 
my distress subsided, and all my | could have realized from an assu- 
anxiety for myself. The greatness | rance of my own eternal felicity. 
of God’s character, and the glo- |“ 1 now opened my mind to Chris- 
rious schemaof redemption filled | tian friends, and declared what 
me with wonder, admiration, and | God had done for my soul. I found 
joy. [raised my head and looked | such satisfaction and delight in 
on Mr. Spaulding who was zeal- | obeying the commands of Christ, 
ously engaged in illustrating the (that the frequent intimations in 
righteousness of Christ. But, O | Scripture, and many complaints of 
how altered was his aspect! ‘How | Christians of the difficulties of 
beautiful,’ thought |, ‘are the feet | daily taking up the cross, appeared 
of bim that bringeth good tidings obscure and paradoxical, ic 
of good, that publisheth preter, | “1 determined on a strict: ob- 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God | servance of the Sabbath, on faith- 
reigneth.’ I no longer disbelieved | fulness to my fellow-creatures, on 
the good man’s assertion, that he | mortifying all my sinfal passions 
would serve his God as if he knew | and appetites, with a constant 
he had no portion with him. Who | watch over my thougtits, words, 
would not do the same? ‘Surely,’ and actions. | determined to do 
thonght I, ‘I will serve him, though / justly, and to love mercy, and to 
I have no distant hope of being | walk humbly with God. Here the 
saved. . .Yes, my whole life shall | question struck my mind, ‘ Have 
be devoted to his blessed service; you that humility which will iead 
and though I must go down to the | you to pray night and morning ia 
dark es of horror, I will ther@} your school?’ ‘Yes, yes,’ I replied, 
cony the blasphemous.crew | ‘even though I shouldsay no more, 
that God is good. superlatively | than, Lord, have mercy onus / even 
good, though the whole race of | though | become the ridicule and 
mor be doomed to | scorn ofthose | love. I will pros- 
ell.’ ced round on the | trate myself before God, and im- 
attentive assembly. Every coun- | plore his mercy on perishing re- 
tenance appeared joyful. I blest | bels.’ 
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“ The tight and joy that / burst 
into my soul at this instant, ap- 
peared as great, unexpected, and 
glorious, as would be the shining 
of the natural sun at midnight. I 
could scarcely persuade myself, 
that the dark room where | was 
sitting was not enlightened, till | 
reflected that my eyes were closed. 
All immensity seemed filled with 
the fulness of God; and these 
words sweetly employed my 
thoughts : : 
‘High on a throne his glory dwells, 
An awful throne of shining bliss. 


Fly through the world, O sun, and tell, 
How dark thy beams, compar’d to his.’ 


“QO what majesty and beauty 
appeared in these words. Being 
alone, I exclaimed aloud, ‘ My God 
is come ! My God is come!” The 
glory and excellency of God’s cha- 
racter appeared much greater than 
before. My soul was ravished 
with his goodness, and | could join 
with the Psalmist in saying, ‘I will 
extol thee, O Lord, for thou hast 
lifted me up, and hast not made 
my foes to rejoice over me. O 
Lord, my God, I cried unto thee, 
and thou has healed‘me. O Lord, 
thou has brought up my soul from 
the grave, thou has kept me alive.’ 

‘As Mrs. Smith entered the 
room, I observed that I had glori- 
ous news to tell her. In surprise, 
she asked me who had been there 
to bring good news? ‘ The Com- 
forter,’ |} replied. ‘Tears of joy 
shone in her eyes; and she pro- 
posed to sing a hyan of praise to 
God. I could now heartily cali 
on this dear friend to magnify the 
Lord with me, that we might exalt 
his name togeiher. For I had 
sought him, and he had heard me, 
and delivered me from all my 
fears.” 


(To be continued.) 





Portryp. 





DEATH OF THE CHRISTIAN. 


Tue last sad pang of Death is past ; 
Geritly the spirit wings its flight ; 
No gloomy fears the mind o’ercast, 
' .. But all is tranquil, pure delight. 


Soft pillow’d on the Saviour’s breast, 
Decaying nature calmly dies : 

While to the realms of endless rest 
The welcome soul transported flies. 


“Farewell, vain world, with all thy toys !’ 
Gladly those lips pronoune’d ‘ Adieu !’ 
Eternity the veil undraws, 
And shows thy pleasures false and few. 


No more shall sorrow vex that soul, 
No more shall sin and Satan strive 

To lure it from the peaceful fold, 
Where the dear lambs of Jesus live. 


Hail, holy angel! sent to bring 
The spirit to its promis’d rest ; 
Raise your seraphic notes, and sing 

Th’ eternal glories of the bless’d. 


And while your flying chariots roll 
~~ Swift t’ward the realms of endless light, 
With you shall that enraptur’d soul, 

In songs of ecstasy unite. r 


THE TELESCOPE. 


RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS. 


The New-York Observer ha‘ 
lately published a schedule of the 
different denominations of Chris- 
tians in the United Siates, to cor- 
rect several “erroneous  state- 
ments,” which have been made, 
From this and other sources the 
following summary is collected : 

Presbyterians.—The writer enu- 
merates 11 different Synods, in 
which are included 53 Presbyte- 
ries, 1204 Congregationalists, 687 
Ministers, and 517 destitute 
Churches.—(¢-The Presbyteri- 
ans very generally reject the Hop- 
kinsian theory, and are almost ex- 
clusively Catvinists. 

Congregationlists.—(which in- 
clude Hopkinsians, Calvinists, Ar- 
minians, and Unitarians.) 1096 
churches, 846 Ministers, and 243 
destitute churches.-(¢ There are 
probably between 100 and 200 
churches out of New-England, 
which do not appear in this table. 

Baptists.—(which probably in- 
clude Calvinistic, or Particular 
Baptists, Freewillers, and General 


Baptists.) 149 \ssociations, 3103 


churches, 1883 Ministers, and|~ 


1220 destitute churches.—-94-The 
Columbian Star reckons 3500 
churches, 2500 Ministers, and 
300,000 communicants, and adds. 
** We have no doubt, that the Bap- 
tists are, in effective strength, the 
most numerous denomination of 
Christians in this country.” 

Episcopalians.—471 Congrega-~ 
tions, and 369 Ministers. ¢4-Re- 
turns imperfect. The whole num- 
ber of Churches is believed to be 
between 700 and 800. 

Methodists —-17 Conferences, 
Cane ering to Synods in the Pres- 
byterian Church) 2500 churches, 
travelling Preachers 1226, local 
Preachers 3000, white members 
267,618,coloured members 44,922. 

Dutch Reformed Church.—-2 
Synods, 97 churches, 76 Pastors, 
21 vacant churches. 

German Reformed Church—411 
churches, 73 Ministers, excess of 
churches 338. 

Friends.—In 1812 the number 
of Societies was 525. 

Universalists.--—-Estimated 
2000, and the Ministers at 120. 

Roman Catholics. —90 churches 
and 160 Clergymen. (¢-This 
Society has by far the most mem- 
bers of any other. The Right 
Rev. Dr. England, in a late ad- 
dress, stated that there were one 
hundred and seventy millions be- 
longing to the Catholic Church ip 
different parts of the world. 

Christians—(called Christ-ians) 
118 Churches, and 143 Elders.— 
op-ln this estimate the 
in New-York and Ohio 
ted. In New-York the ordained 
Elders are reckoned at 47. 

or Mr. R. Poller’ an elder of 
this Society, and editor of the Gos- 





at 








pel Palladium, in a letter to Mr. 


Beerchest 
are omit- 





G. Smalifield in England, caiis thi- 
sect a species of Baptists, as thes 
admit baptism in no other way 
than by immersing the candidate.” 
The first church of this denomina- 
tion was planted in Portsrgouth, 
N. He in 1803, since which the 

have spread East. West, North 
and South. They have now, says 
Mr. P. 250 churches, and thei 
communicants are computed a‘ 
between 
‘“* Many of their churches are larg 
and respectable.” They rejec: 
useless forms and ceremonies—aili 
human creeds and articles of faith. 
and receive the Scriptures as thei: 


only rule of faith and practice.— 


hey are in sentiment Anti-Cal- 
vinistic and Anti-Trinitarian, and 
disclaim the appellation of Reve. 
rend, to the Clergy, on the ground 


that it belongs to Deity alone.— 


This is the last denomination tha: 


has arisen in our country, which 
has made any considerable pro- 


gress. 





Summary. 





Mexico. 


Important.—It has just been 


placed within our power to com 


municate. on the best authority, 
intelligence of a very agreeable 
This 


nfture respecting Mexico. 
country has put on a calm and 
settled appearance ; the passions 
which had for some time agitated 
it, have been materially, if not 
wholly tranquillized, and the aspe 
rities of party fined down and sof- 
tened. ‘T’he provincial, or as we 
would say, the State Governments 
have become moderate in their 
tone, and more reasonable than 


heretofore in their views : the Ge-|}- 


neral government more fixed and 
powerful ; its administration has 
been placed in the hands of men 
distinguished for learning, talent, 
energy, and a resolute hostility to 
Spanish domination. The finances 
of Mexico assume a prosperous 
appearance—a large loan has been 
negotiated in England; the terms 
have been ratified by the Mexican 
Congress, and the securities arising 
therefrom are to a large amount 
actually lodged in a respectable 
house in the United States. 





THE MUNMY. 
Extract of a letter, from a gentleman in 
Charleston, to his friend iw Georgia. 

Dear Colonel—t have just come 
from visiting the greatest curiosity 
Lever beheld; it is a young lady 
only three thousand years old—a 
sombre complexioned lass from 
Eg) t, the land of the -Pharoahs, 
the Pt emies, the Pyramids! She 
is arrayed in a Core cloth, framed 




















on the banks of the» Nile, and 
stands in ‘a narrow house,’ deco- 
with all the taste and science 





ey 


~ 






15,000 and 20,000.— 





of the most learned people in ex- 
istence. long before the invention 
of letters. + Dark and unlovely 
are her looks,’ thoughshe does not 
actually ‘grin horribly a ghastly 
smile,’ her fair well-set teeth ap- 
pearing full and undecayed as the 
everlasting brightness of the star 
under which she was embaimed. 

Singular iated girl! Little did 
she think, when on her dyin 
couch, that she would be expose 
in this ‘undiscovered country,’ 
some thirty centuries after her 
wortal existence, to the keen gaze 
of male curiosity, without a sense 
of shrinking mouesty, and serving 
as a spectacle of curious wonder, 
and a mere ‘thing to make com- 
parisons on,’ and show the belles 
of the new world, in the deathless 
language of one Shakspeare, a 
man of yesterday compared with 
her, that ‘ tho’ they paint an inch 
thick, tv her compiexion must they 
come at last.? Alas! poor Cleo- 
patra! did | view a symbol of thy 
maichless beauty, in this thy an- 
cestor of ‘th’ olden time ” 

Three thousand years ago the 
lady I now look upon, was in The- 
bes, the city with its hundred gates 
—-she is now in Charleston —what 
adraveller! Three thousand years 
hence, what will Charleston be! 
awful comparison! What is Ba- 
bylon, Nineveh, Balbec, Palmyra. 
Persepolis! Yes, what will our 
boasted four corners, the city-hall, 
court-house, arsenal, and St. Mi- 
chael’s church with its lofty spire, 
what will they be in thirty centu- 
ries! Buried in earth or ocean, 
from whence they rose, and ‘ not a 
stone tell where they lie.’ 








MARRIED. 


On Sunday evening, Mr. A. G. Barton, 
to Miss Eliza Vanderbelt. 

On the same evening, Mr. J. Russel, to 
Miss A. M. Carpenter. 

On the same evening, Mr. Robert Baker, 
to Miss Eliza Pollock. 
On Tuesday evening, Mr. William Love. 
to Miss Nancy Campbell. 
On Wednesday last, Mr. L. K. Bridge. 
to Miss Paulina Judd. 





DIED. 


At sea, on Wednesday, the 23 ult. Capi. 
Nathaniel 5. Bond, of the brig Ocean, of 
this port. 

On Saturday last, Mr. Thomas Jarman, 
aged 57. 

On Sunday, Mr. James Frazer, in the 
32d year of his age. 

On Monday last, by the explosion of the 
boiler of the steam-boat from Pewles-Hook 
to New-York, Miss Charlotte Nelson, aged 
19 years. 

On Monday last, Mr. John Sharp. 

On the same day, Jeremiah Callanan, 
aged 28. 

On Wednesday last, 
Guyon. ‘ 

On the same day, Mr. James 8S. Bailey. 
Number of deaths last week, 82. 


Mrs. Mrgaret 





= Should any of the friends of our ps- 
wish to subscribe for the Telescope, 
by handing their names and places of resi- 
irs to P34 Carriers, they shall be punctu- 











